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invincible, that their own art was the most sublime art ever
wrought by the hands of human beings, and that their own
customs and habits were so superior to those of all other nations
that it was ridiculous to compare the two. Many other countries
have in a mild way tried such a policy of exclusion but it has
always ended in disaster*
Since the early half of the sixteenth century the Chinese had
allowed a few ' foreign devils,' hailing from Portugal and England
and Holland, to settle in two or three of their Pacific ports for the
sake of the profits that were to be derived from the trade with
Europe. But the social status of those unfortunate foreigners had
been most unsatisfactory. They were treated like a respectable
coloured doctor who by chance is obliged to travel on the same boat
on the Potomac river with a delegation of the descendants of
Virginia's first settlers.
When England in 1816 sent Lord Amherst to ask the Son of
Heaven to mitigate the hardships from which the English
merchants suffered in Canton, he was told that an interview with
the Celestial Majesty depended upon his willingness to kow-tow
before the imperial throne. The kow-tow, which literally meant
' knocking the head nine times upon the ground before the sacred
throne/ was something which a Dutch sea<aptain could afford to
do, for once he had kow-towed himself out of the reception room
he knew that he could take home enough tea or spices to be com-
fortable for the rest of his life. But the representative of his
Britannic Majesty was somewhat differently placed. Lord Amherst
curtly refused, and as a result was not even allowed to enter the
gates of Peking.
Meanwhile Europe, growing rich in consequence of the inven-
tion of James Watt and the application of steam for the purpose of
exploiting our little planet, was clamouring for new worlds to
conquer. China of course was No. i on the list The direct excuse
for the outbreak of hostilities was not exactly flattering to the
pride of the white race, least of all for that part of it which since
1807, when Dr Morrison had reached Canton as the first Protes-
tant missionary, had been triling the Chinese what a fine thing
Christianity really was and why they should give it a chance. Even